
Our Lady Help of Christians Church 
7396 Amboy Rd. 

Staten Island, NY, 10307

      June 7, 2020 
      Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity  

 Dear Parishioners,  

 As you know, since March 15 2020,  we have been unable to celebrate public Masses here at Our Lady 
Help of Christians, as has been the case throughout the Archdiocese of New York, in response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  The Church , like many other institutions, was concerned for the common good and followed the 
advice of health professionals and our elected officials in seeking to lower the rate of infection of our people.  
This was accomplished by, among other measures, suspending public services and not encouraging gatherings.  I 
know that this has been a tremendous sacrifice for you, as it has been for us priests, and has had a tremendous 
impact on the wellbeing of parishes, schools, and other church institutions.  Many of you have expressed to me 
your pain, and I share it. 

 That is why I wanted to inform you about a situation that may seem like a contradiction that could cause 
you to question our continued suspension of public Mass and other sacraments. 

 The Board of Elections has chosen Our Lady Help of Christians School Gym as a site for early voting 
from June 12-21, 2020.  This means that every day for 10 days we will be hosting voting, including 2 Sundays.  
Part of the law allows them access to tax exempt sites and those sites who refuse can be compelled by a court 
order.  Therefore, while we have been asked not to have Sunday Mass due to public health risks, they are 
mandating that we host voting for the community, even on the Day of the Lord’s Resurrection, Sunday. 

 This contradiction is not lost on me and I wanted to let you know that I take the suspension of Sunday 
Mass with the seriousness that it deserves.   

 Please know that I have been in touch with local officials to express my disagreement with this decision.  
While I am fully supportive of encouraging people to exercise their right to vote, I believe that another site should 
have been chosen by the Board of Elections.  Please know that neither the parish nor the archdiocese chose this.  
This is what current New York State law empowers the Board of Election to do.   
  
 Know that I look forward to the time we can have public worship restored in our parish church.  Until 
then, know the parish is open for private prayer everyday and we are available to you.  Thank you for your faith, 
your respect for the common good of your fellow parishioners and neighbors during this pandemic, and for your 
continued support of your parish. 

 With prayers and best wishes, I am, 

      Sincerely in Christ, 

       
      Rev. Fr. James H. Ferreira 
      Administrator 


